SI YU KI (CH'ANG CH'UN).                    97
me ? " Then the master said: " I have explained all your majesty wished to hear; I have nothing more to say. It would be better for me to go m advance/' He solicited earnestly to be sent home, but the emperor refused his assent, saying: " Wait a little ; in three or five days my sons will arrive; there are still some points in your doctrine not quite clear to my mind. Having understood all, I will not object to your going home."
On the 8th the emperor was hunting in the mountains to the east, and in shooting a boar he was thrown from his horse. The Bounded boar stopped, and the emperor was in danger. (I omit Ch'ang ch'un's conversation with Chinghiz about the necessity of desisting from the pleasure of hunting at his advanced age.)247
On the 24th of the second month the master ventured again to solicit his being sent home; but the emperor said: " Wait a little. I must think over the presents to give you on your departure;" so he was again obliged to remain. But on the 7th of the third month (April 8) he renewed his request, when the emperor made him a present of bullocks and horses. The master refused, saying that post-horses would be sufficient for him, and the emperor granted a decree, with the imperial seal, which released all professors of the doctrine of Tao from taxes, He ordered A4i-sien to accompany the master on his journey to the east, appointing him suan cJfai (imperial envoy). Meny-gu-dai and Go-la-ba-hai were appointed his assistants.
On the loth of the third month (April n), 1223, the master finally took leave of the emperor, and we started; all the officers, from the ta-la-han*^ down to the lower ranks, accompanied the master more than twenty fo', carrying with them wine and rare fruits, and all were moved to tears.
a47 Chinghiz was at that time eitty-two years old. 848 Tarkhan was a Mongol title granted to deserving men. See d'Ohsson, i. 44.   In the Yuan ehi the word ta-la-Kan occurs frequently.
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